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1. Background:
Cachar district comprises of 5 Revenue Circles and 15 Development Blocks

with an estimated 1040 villages and 42 uninhabited villages.

As per census, population of Cachar district is 1,736,319 with gender ratio of
958 females for every 1000 males. The average size of family ranges from 4-5
members and the adult nuptial age is about 25-35 years. People from diverse
religious, caste linguistic and ethnic background cohabitate harmonically in this
district.

The key development indicator encompasses the physical, economical, social
and environmental aspects of the district. Over the years, the district witnessed high
growth in physical assets like road, rail, water, air, communication and technology
network, health and educational institutes, industries, banks, offices, markets,
residential townships, apartments, houses, religious places of worship, sports and
entertainment complex etc many of those are multi hazard non-resilient, thus had
multiplied the risk on developmental outcomes of the district. Socio-economic
development indices of the district like gross industrial and agricultural
productivity , per capita income, literacy rate, employment rate, poverty rate,
unsecured indebtedness, gender ratio, mortality rate (child and adult) etc are
priority areas which need to be protected from disaster impacts. As per 2011
census, the average literacy rate of Cachar District is around 85% where male
literacy rate is higher than the female literacy rate and the percentage distribution
of the working and non-working population of the district is 35 % and 65 %. Also
the green assets and the environmental heritage of the district need to be preserved
and protected from the present unsustainable developmental practices.

The Assam DRR Road Map preparation includes a decentralized discourse
with all stakeholders of each district where from relevant inputs would be compiled
and processed.

In conformance with the objective and rationale of the Assam DRR Road map,
the Cachar District DRR Road Map is prepared to sensitize the DDMA members and
other stakeholders on the need for renewed and effective actions for disaster risk
reduction. The proposed district specific disaster risk reduction road map has been

designed to be an inclusive process where views, opinions, experiences and




expertise of various stakeholders are taken into consideration and consequent
actions are framed thereof with equitable delegation and ownership of stakeholders
at all levels.

Situational Analysis:
Cachar district is disaster prone, and so disaster risk here is complex,

multidimensional and dynamic owing to various natural and human induced causal
factors. Exposure of vulnerable population to natural hazards like earthquake,
drought, flood, cyclone, hailstorm, lightning, river bank erosion, landslide, surface
and ground water scarcity etc had a history of impairment of quality of life and
livelihood of the people of Cachar district. Human induced hazards like fire, urban
flood, water-drowning, boat capsizing, road-rail and work environment accidents,
epidemics, untreated solid and liquid waste, food adulteration etc took their
respective toll in human , socio- economic and environmental resources of the
district. In the past 10 years, several individuals, families and communities were
victims of both irreversible and reversible damages and loss. Institutional and
societal capacity gaps together with pre-existing vulnerabilities had manifold
increased the exposure of risk elements of disaster. The loss of resources, food
security and access to shelter had offset the developmental gains which lead to
unstable livelihood means, population migrations, poverty, unemployment,

encroachment etc.

3. Process followed in the District:

For developing this recommendation report, DDMA Cachar has undertaken a
multi-staged outreach, research, processing, compilation, documentation and
feedback program in consonance with procedural framework from ASDMA. At the
initial level Circle Level Disaster Management Committee (CDMC) meeting was
organized at each revenue circle of the district viz., Udharbond, Silchar Sadar,
Sonai, Katigorah & Lakhipur wherein stakeholders and common citizens shared
their valuable experience, opinion, suggestion and information. After completion of
CDMC level consultation, the district level consultation under the Chairmanship of
the Deputy Commissioner, Cachar was held. District level stakeholders, central

rescue agencies, independent consultants, students, volunteers and others
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5. Conclusion:

In view of the dynamic multi-hazard risk exposure, vulnerability and capacity gaps,
utmost priority is to save and protect lives, livestock, environment and the
developmental assets and gains of the district. Thus a comprehensive approach for
preparation of district disaster risk reduction roadmap with key findings and time
bound implementable action and financial support is the need of the hour for ensuring
an inclusive, sustainable and DRR compliant growth and development to build a

disaster resilient society.

District level disaster risk reduction initiatives merits immediate integration with all
developmental plan and action at the Gaon Panchayat, Town ,City and Community level

for making the district more safer and livable.




Physical, social, cultural and environmental vulnerability reduction measures in one
hand and capacity building in terms of assets, resources and coping capacity of at risk
community on the other hand would reduce the risk and thus the impact of hazard on
all developmental gains. DRR action plan formulation, implementation and
mainstreaming with the Gaon Panchayat Development Plan, Urban Legislative Body
Development Plan, Town Committee Development Plan and District Development

Committee Plan under the supervision of DDMA are required.

Addl. Deputy Commissioner, Deputy Commissioner,
& CEO, DDMA, Cachar. & Chairperson, DDMA,
Silchar, Cachar.




